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9-10 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not 

steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any 

other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love 

is the fulfilling of the law.  

 

The statement in verse 10 is one often misinterpreted in Christian circles to teach 

that the Torah given by God to Israel through Moses, has been replaced by some 

new undefined "law of Love." Nothing could be further from the truth. This type of 

false teaching is caused by a lack of knowledge of Paul's Hebraic thinking and 

Talmudic teaching methodology.  

Note in verse 9 that Paul equates the Torah commands of not committing adultery 

murder, theft, bearing false witness or coveting, as the "love that fulfills the law." 

Therefore, if there is some new "law of love" replacing obedience to the Torah, 

then these things are no longer sin, as long as one "believes" he is doing them "in 

love." As absurd as this sounds, it is taught throughout Christianity and goes 

unchallenged.  

 

In actuality, Paul's comment about "love fulfilling the Torah," is a paraphrase of 

one made a generation earlier by Rabbi Hillel, a staunch Pharisee quoted 

throughout the Talmud. No one would ever suggest that Hillel taught "against 

Torah" (as is said of Paul), yet he is recorded in the Talmud as saying:  

 

Shabbat 31a - Do not unto thy neighbor that which you would not have him do unto 

you. This is the whole Jewish law. All else the rest is but commentary.  

 


