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In parshat Bo we read about a curious ceremony called Pidyon HaBen (literally 
“redemption of the son”), which is given to us by Adonai.  Although, the ceremony 
directly concerns our firstborn sons, it has important implications for the entire 
commonwealth of Yisra’el, as the ceremony itself points back to “Yeshuat Yisra’el” (the 
Salvation Of Yisra’el), and ultimately to The Messiah.

We read about this in Shemot (Exodus) 13:11-15 where it states, "It shall be, when 
HaShem shall bring you into the land of the Kana`ani, as he swore to you and to your 
fathers, and shall give it you, that you shall set apart to HaShem all that opens the womb, 
and every firstborn which you have that comes from an animal. The males shall be 
HaShem's.  Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not 
redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and you shall redeem all the firstborn of man 
among your sons. It shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, 'What is 
this?' that you shall tell him, 'By strength of hand HaShem brought us out from 
Mitzrayim (Egypt), from the house of bondage; and it happened, when Par`oh would 
hardly let us go, that HaShem killed all the firstborn in the land of Mitzrayim, both the 
firstborn of man, and the firstborn of animal. Therefore I sacrifice to HaShem all that 
opens the womb, being males; but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.'”

In regards to the tenth plague, the death of the firstborn, it involved The Destroyer, 
otherwise known as the Angel of Death, who passed over Mitzrayim (Egypt) and struck 
all the first-born who were in Mitzrayim.  This particular plague led directly to the 
freedom of Yisra’el as Adonai redeemed them with an outstretched arm.  What was 
necessary to save all of the firstborn and what led to the national salvation of Yisra’el?  It 
was the observance of a few simple instructions.  

We read about the lamb that each family in Yisra’el was to take, and after slaying it, 
Shemot (Exodus) 12:7 says, “They shall take some of the blood, and put it on the two 
side-posts and on the lintel, on the houses in which they shall eat it”.  And, in Shemot 
(Exodus) 12:12-13 we read, “For I will go through the land of Mitzrayim in that night, 
and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Mitzrayim, both man and animal. Against all 
the gods of Mitzrayim I will execute judgments: I am HaShem.  The blood shall be to 
you for a token on the houses where you are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and there shall no plague be on you to destroy you, when I strike the land of 
Mitzrayim”.  



As we can see in this passage, the blood of the lamb has a special relationship to the 
pidyon haben (redemption of the firstborn), as it directly enabled the redemption of the 
firstborn sons.  Likewise, as the Lamb Of God, Yeshua The Messiah, and his sacrificial 
blood that he shed is also connected to pidyon haben.  It is connected to the redemption 
of the firstborn, and also as mentioned earlier, to Yeshuat Yisra’el (the Salvation of 
Yisra’el), and all those within its commonwealth.  Ivrim (Hebrews) 11:28 says of Moshe, 
"By faith, he kept the Pesach, and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the 
firstborn should not touch them".  And, Kefa Alef (1Peter) 1:18-21 speaks of the blood 
of The Lamb of God in the following manner.  It says,  “knowing that you were 
redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from the useless way of life 
handed down from your fathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb without spot, the 
blood of Messiah; who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but 
was revealed at the end of times for your sake, who through him are believers in God, 
who raised him from the dead, and gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might be 
in God”. 

When we perform the ritual of Pidyon HaBen we recognize that Adonai accepts a Cohen 
in place of our sons, but we also recognize that a very special Cohen (Priest), according 
to the order of Malkitzedek, non-other than Yeshua The Messiah, takes the place of 
Adonai's children as He gives His life for them. This death substitution of the firstborn 
leads to the salvation of the rest of the commonwealth of Yisra'el.  Yeshua was a 
firstborn and is known by this throughout the scriptures.

Colossians 1:13-22 says that because of Yeshua The Messiah and his sacrificial death, 
Adonai, "...delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the 
Kingdom of the Son of his love; in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of 
our sins; who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him 
were all things created, in the heavens and on the Earth, things visible and things
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things have been 
created through him, and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things are held 
together. He is the head of the body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell in him; and through him to reconcile all things to himself, having made 
shalom through the blood of his cross. Through him, I say, whether things on the Earth, 
or things in the heavens. You, being in past times alienated and enemies in your mind in 
your evil works, yet now he has reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and without blemish and blameless before him".

In a sense, he not only redeems us, but in connection with that redemption he unites us 
with his firstborn status.  How is this possible?  In one sense, as we are redeemed from 
our spiritual bondage we are reborn as firstborn sons unto Adonai.  This may seem far-
fetched, but we can also see this concept demonstrated through the original Pesach 
(Passover), as it serves as a spiritual model in many ways.  Through the blood of the 
lamb and through Adonai’s redemption the nation of Yisra’el would be birthed as they 
came out from Mitzrayim.  Adonai had never fathered a nation set-apart unto Himself 



before.  So, in this sense, all of His people Yisra’el are considered by Adonai to be His 
firstborn son, whom He would redeem.  It is evident that Adonai sees it this way as we 
read Shemot (Exodus) 4:22-23, where He says, “Then you are to tell Par’oh: 'HaShem 
says, "Yisra’el is my firstborn son. I have told you to let my son go in order to worship 
me, but you have refused to let him go. Well, then, I will kill your firstborn son!"'".

As we further meditate on how through the blood of the lamb we are united with 
Yeshua’s firstborn son status, we read the following in Yochanan (John) 17:22-23 where 
Yeshua says unto The Father; “And I have given them the glory which You have given 
Me, that they may be one, as We are One: I in them, and You in Me, that they may be 
perfected in one; and that the world may know that You sent Me and loved them, even 
as You loved Me”. Likewise, Galatians 3:26-27 tells us, “For you are all sons of God, 
through faith in Messiah Yeshua.  For as many of you as were immersed into Messiah 
have put on Messiah”.  And, in Romans 13:14 we are exhorted to, “…put on the Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah, and make no provision for the flesh, for its lusts”.

If we are covered with Messiah, and Messiah Yeshua is living his life through us, we 
begin to take on his identity as we die to our own flesh.  Galatians 2:20 teaches believers 
that we have “…been crucified with Messiah, and it is no longer I that live, but Messiah 
living in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself up for me”.  Furthermore, the whole congregation of 
Messiah is known by his firstborn status as it says in Ivrim (Hebrews) 12:22-24; “But you 
have come to Mount Tziyon, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Yerushalayim, and to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general assembly and the 
congregation of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, to Yeshua, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling that speaks better than that of Hevel”.  Through Messiah’s perfectly 
righteous firstborn status, as we apply the blood of the lamb, we are saved from The 
Destroyer and receive redemption.

As Yeshua is a firstborn, we read about his personal Pidyon Haben ceremony, which 
includes an accompanying prophecy of salvation and redemption. Luke 2:22-23 tells us, 
“When the days of their purification according to the law of Moshe were fulfilled, they 
brought him up to Yerushalayim, to present him to Adonai  (as it is written in the law of 
Adonai, "Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord")”.  

As we continue to read in Luke 2:24-39 we read, “and to offer a sacrifice according to 
that which is said in the law of Adonai, "A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."  
Behold, there was a man in Yerushalayim whose name was Shim`on; and this man was 
righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Yisra'el, and the Ruach HaKodesh 
(Holy Spirit) was on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Ruach HaKodesh that he 
should not see death before he had seen Adonai’s Messiah.  He came in the Spirit into 
the temple. When the parents brought in the child, Yeshua, that they might do 
concerning him according to the custom of the law, then he received him into his arms, 
and blessed God, and said,  "Now you are releasing your servant, Master, According to 
your word, in shalom;  For my eyes have seen your yeshu`ah (salvation), Which you have 



prepared before the face of all peoples;  A light for revelation to the Goyim (Nations), 
And the glory of your people Yisra'el."  

Yosef and his mother were marveling at the things which were spoken 
concerning him,  and Shim`on blessed them, and said to Miryam, his mother, "Behold, 
this child is set for the falling and the rising of many in Yisra'el, and for a sign which is 
spoken against.  Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul, that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed."  There was one Hanah, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Penu'el, of the tribe of Asher (she was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven 
years from her virginity,  and she had been a widow for about eighty-four years), who 
didn't depart from the temple, worshipping with fastings and petitions night and day.  
Coming up at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those 
who were looking for redemption in Yerushalayim.  When they had accomplished all 
things that were according to the law of the Lord, they returned into the Galil, to their 
own city, Natzeret”.

In regards to the ceremony of pidyon haben, in B’midbar (Numbers) 3:45-48 we read, 
“HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying, "Take the Levi’im (Levites) instead of all the firstborn 
among the children of Yisra'el, and the cattle of the Levi’im instead of their cattle; and 
the Levi’im shall be mine. I am HaShem.  For the redemption of the two hundred 
seventy-three of the firstborn of the children of Yisra'el, who exceed the number of the 
Levi’im, you shall take five shekels apiece for each one; after the shekel of the sanctuary 
you shall take them (the shekel is twenty gerahs):  and you shall give the money, with 
which the remainder of them is redeemed, to Aharon and to his sons".

In this passage we see that in addition to the Levi’im taking the place of the firstborn 
amongst Yisra’el, there was also a redemption price, which was five shekels, according to 
the sanctuary standard.    We not only take on Yeshua’s identity as we put him on and as 
he lives through us, but he also redeems us, and has bought us with a price.  In Acts 
20:28 we read, “Take heed, therefore, to yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the 
Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) has made you overseers, to shepherd the assembly of the 
Lord and God, which he purchased with his own blood”.   And, in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
it states, “Or don't you know that your body is a temple of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy 
Spirit) which is in you, which you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. Therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God's”.  As a perfect Cohen (Priest), not only did Yeshua redeem us for a price, but he 
also took our place before God and took the consequences for our sin upon himself.  It 
is one of the many great reasons we love him so much.

As we perform the ceremony of Pidyon Haben, we keep all these things in mind.  
Although children can be dedicated to Adonai in the midst of the assembly on Shabbat, 
the actual Pidyon Haben ceremony for a firstborn son doesn’t take place on a Shabbat 
because it involves the exchange of money for the services of a Cohen.  The ceremony is 
held when the baby boy is 31 days old, although it can be done later in life.  In Biblical 
times the father would take his baby boy into the Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple).  The 
father would find a Godly priest, from the sons of Aharon or from the tribe of Levi and 
would present his son to the Cohen.



Today, the ceremony is usually held with a festive meal.  Another tradition to set apart 
this mitzvah is to bring the baby firstborn boy on a silver tray decorated with jewelry.  As 
it was done in Biblical times, the father attests to the fact that this is indeed his firstborn 
son. The Cohen then asks the father: "Which do you prefer, to give me your firstborn or 
to redeem him?".  This is a rhetorical question, because the Torah requires the father to 
redeem the son.  There are a series of b’rachot (blessings/prayers) that are said regarding 
the mitzvah of Pidyon Haben.  Five silver coins (often silver dollars) are given to Cohen.  
He then blesses the child and recites a b’rachah (blessing) over a cup of wine.  In some 
Messianic congregations if someone with Levite lineage is not available, the Rabbi or 
congregational leader often fills in.

In conclusion, the mitzvah of Pidyon Haben should remind us of the following:

*   The ceremony is intimately connected to the blood of the lamb.
*   The ceremony causes us to remember what led to the salvation of Yisra’el.
*  Through Messiah Yeshua covering us, and living through us, we take on his identity as 
a beloved firstborn before Adonai, who He covers, saves from the destroyer, and 
redeems with an outstretched arm.
*  And finally, we were redeemed with a price, and we are not our own.

At the conclusion of the Pidyon Haben ceremony we should remember the words of 
Tehillim (Psalms) 111:9-10, which tells us, “He has sent redemption to his people. He 
has ordained his covenant forever. His name is holy and awesome! The fear of HaShem 
is the beginning of wisdom. All those who do his work have a good understanding. His 
praise endures forever!” 
  

Shabbat shalom!
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